Mark 13 Sunday 27 September 2026
Mark section Function Main point
8:31-10:52 The right way to enter Jesus’ kingdom Rely on God

11:1-12:44 The wrong way to enter the kingdom

13:1-37 Motivation to choose the right way

Rely on external religious credentials/respectability

God destroyed the definitive ‘wrong way’ (Jewish temple)

Mark 13 splits

13:1-27
13:28-37

1. Prediction: what will happen?
2. Timings: can we know when?

Mark 13:1-37 (NIVUK)
13 As Jesus was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Look,

Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!’

2‘Do you see all these great buildings?’ replied Jesus. ‘Not one stone here will
be left on another; every one will be thrown down.’

3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James,
John and Andrew asked him privately, *‘Tell us, when will these things
happen? And what will be the sign that they are all about to be fulfilled?’

3 Jesus said to them: ‘Watch out that no one deceives you. * Many will come in
my name, claiming, “I am he,” and will deceive many. ? When you hear of wars
and rumours of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end
is still to come. ® Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.
There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the

beginning of birth-pains.

?“You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils
and flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will stand before
governors and kings as witnesses to them. '°And the gospel must first be
preached to all nations. ' Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do
not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the

time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.

12 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children will
rebel against their parents and have them put to death. '* Everyone will hate you
because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.

%9

14 “When you see “the abomination that causes desolation™ standing where it
does not belong — let the reader understand — then let those who are in Judea
flee to the mountains. '° Let no one on the housetop go down or enter the house
to take anything out. '® Let no one in the field go back to get their cloak. '” How
dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers!
'8 Pray that this will not take place in winter, ' because those will be days of
distress unequalled from the beginning, when God created the world, until

now — and never to be equalled again.

® Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11 > Or he

la.

Temple will be destroyed (13:1-4)
NB disciples’ question

1b. Before temple destruction (13:5-13)

Ic.

Apostles preaching through

persecution

During temple destruction (13:14-23)

Unparalleled distress

‘Abomination of desolation’

This phrase comes from Daniel who prophesied that the
sanctuary would be profaned and sacrifices stopped.
They were partially fulfilled in 167BC when Antiochus
IV Epiphanes marched on Jerusalem, erected Zeus’s
altar on the altar of burnt offering, and sacrificed a pig.

Mark’s ‘let the reader understand’ recalls them. Jesus
warns of something terrible in the temple, signalling
devastation and time to ‘flee to the mountains’. This
was fulfilled in 70AD when Titus marched on Jerusalem
with four Roman legions. His forces burned the temple,
plundered its riches and massacred Jews who had not
fled.




20“If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. But for the
sake of the elect, whom he has chosen, he has shortened them. ?' At that time if
anyone says to you, “Look, here is the Messiah!” or, “Look, there he is!” do
not believe it. 2> For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform
signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. * So be on your guard;

I have told you everything in advance.

24 ‘But in those days, following that distress,

(313

the sun will be darkened,

and the moon will not give its light;

S the stars will fall from the sky,

and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.”

26 <At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great

power and glory. ?” And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the

four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens.

Mark 11:11-21 temple ‘sandwich’
28 “Now learn this lesson from the fig-tree: as soon as its twigs get tender and

its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. ? Even so, when you see

these things happening, you know that it? is near, right at the door. ** Truly I
tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have

happened. *' Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass

away. l Final judgement day theme

32 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor

the Son, but only the Father. ** Be on guard! Be alert®! You do not know when

that time will come. **It’s like a man going away: he leaves his house and puts

his servants in charge, each with their assigned task, and tells the one at the
door to keep watch.

33 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house

will come back — whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the cock

crows, or at dawn. **If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping.

37What I say to you, I say to everyone: “Watch!””’

Mark 13 splits
13:1-27 Prediction: what will happen?
13:28-37 Timings: can we know when?

1d. After temple destruction (13:24-27)

Return of King in final judgement

- Isaiah 13:10, 34:4 — God ending

this creation order
- Daniel 7:13-14 — King’s presence

- Gathering people for eternal life
cf. Isaiah 11:11-12, 14:1-2, 27:12-13, 35:8-10

2a. Temple destruction timing (13:28-31)

...can be recognised

- 13:5-13 ‘before’ phase ]‘ brown: both
- 13:14-23 “during’ phase J Phases together!

2b. Final judgement timing (13:32-37)

...cannot be known

- Jesus won’t be physically around

until he returns

- Outbox: ‘be ready!’

Small group questions 3.

How has Mark’s portrayal of the religious leaders in Mark

1. Temple relevance

A friend says, ‘The temple was destroyed nearly 2,000 years

Justice/fairness

11-12 prepared us to see the temple’s judgement as just?

ago. Why does that matter to us?” How would you answer?
What difference does it make that Jesus predicted its
destruction?

. Today’s temples
What are today’s temple equivalents: impressive religious
institutions or credentials that make us feel secure with God?
How does the destruction of Jerusalem’s seemingly secure
temple challenge that confidence?

. Bible interpretation

How persuasive do you find the interpretation taught today?
Identify its strongest support in the text, and any part you still
find difficult to fit.

. ‘Keep watch’

What does the picture of the servants in Mark 13:34-36
suggest that ‘keeping watch’ involves? What would that look

like in an ordinary week?

¢ Isaiah 13:10; 34:4 40r he

¢ Some manuscripts alert and pray




Getting back into the text

13:1-4

13:5-13

13:14-23

13:24-27

13:28-31

13:32-37

Chl1-12

context

12.

13.

14.

16.

17.

. Compare the disciple’s exclamations with Jesus’ reply. How do ‘not one’ and ‘every one’ answer

‘massive’ and ‘magnificent’?
Jesus leaves the temple, then sits ‘opposite the temple’. Why keep the building in view as the setting
for this conversation?

Jesus starts his answer about the destruction of the temple by first warning the apostles against

deception. What might they wrongly believe about the claimants and wars described in Mark 13:5-13?

. Notice where the sentence about the gospel reaching all nations appears. How does placing it between

descriptions of arrests and trials affect our reading of the apostles’ persecution?

In 13:12-13, trace the widening sequence brother — father — children — everyone. What effect does
this accumulation have? How does ‘but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved’ break this
pattern?

Separately to the desire to avoid trouble with the Roman occupiers, what literary effect does ‘let the

reader understand’ have? What would be missing without this interruption?

. Notice the succession of short instructions and the repeated prohibitions against going back. How do

the ordinary details, especially the belongings and cloak, contribute to the passage’s urgency?

. Notice the extreme expressions: ‘unequalled from the beginning’, ‘never to be equalled again’, ‘no

one would survive’. What is the effect when Jesus introduces ‘but for the sake of the elect’?
Compare the warnings about deception at the beginning (13:5-6) and end of this section (13:21-23).
What effect does this framing have?

. How do you visualise/imagine these verses?
11.

Re-read Isaiah 13:1-14:23. What difference does this make to you understanding of 13:24-25
compared to if you didn’t know Isaiah?
What do you make of the movement of creation shaken — the King arriving in power — his people

gathered?

Mark records Jesus teaching about a fig tree. How deliberately do you think Mark wants the reader to
think about the temple from the previous ‘fig tree — temple — fig tree sandwich’ in Mark 11:11-21?
Note the almost clumsy repetition of ‘pass away’ three times in this paragraph. Why might Mark have

chosen to write in this manner?

. How persuaded are you by the interpretation that focuses on knowing the timings: the temple’s

destruction will be known (13:28-31), but judgement day will not be known (13:32-37)?
What does the picture of the servants in Mark 13:34-36 suggest that ‘keeping watch’ involves? What
would that look like in an ordinary week?

Re-read Mark 11-12. How do these chapters help make Mark 13 feel more purposeful and just

compared to if Mark 13 were standalone?
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